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Dear Parents & Guardians & Pupils 

 

An approach has been made by the NHS to St Malachy’s College, requesting the use of their school 

building to support the work of medical staff who are caring for Covid-19 patients in the Mater 

Hospital. Consequently, a decision has been made to hand over the College premises, mainly showers 

and changing facilities, to be used by NHS staff. As a result, St Malachy’s is no longer available to 

accommodate children of key-workers. Therefore, alternative arrangements have had to be made for 

Year 8 – 10 pupils from St Malachy’s who require supervision. 

 

We have agreed to work in partnership with St Malachy’s College and accommodate children from 

both schools on the Dominican College site. Both schools have had a very small uptake from parents 

requiring supervision for their children but this may grow in the next few weeks with the increasing 

strain on the NHS and key-workers. Both schools have remained open every day with a skeleton 

staff, on a rota-basis, working on site. 

 

The Board of Governors of Dominican College is very keen to provide whatever help is needed to the 

staff and pupils of St Malachy’s College, which will enable them to support the NHS and play a vital 

role in the fight against Covid-19. I am sure that everyone in our Dominican school community will 

give their full support to this arrangement. We will continue to observe the highest standards of 

hygiene as well as rules on social distancing. 

 

I want to thank parents for all their messages of support and appreciation of the efforts of our staff 

who are continuing to work in school and remotely, using Microsoft Teams. I would also thank, 

everyone, parents, families and staff alike, for encouraging and supporting our pupils in this new way 

of learning. 

 
Please continue to look after yourselves, and your families as we move into what is likely to be a 

very challenging period. I would ask, as we approach Holy Week, that everyone in our Dominican 

community unites in prayer, to ask God to bless and protect all our frontline workers in their very 

difficult work. We should also keep in our thoughts and prayers all those families struggling with 

illness and loss due to this virus. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Lynda Catney  

(Principal) 
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