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APPENDIX P2     Guidance on Special Consideration 
Special consideration is a post-examination adjustment to a candidate’s mark or grade. This is to reflect 
temporary illness, temporary injury or some other event outside of the candidate’s control at the time of 
the assessment. It is applied when the issue or event has had, or is reasonably likely to have had, a material 
effect on a candidate’s ability to take an assessment or demonstrate their normal level of attainment in an 
assessment. Special consideration can go some way to assist a candidate affected by a potentially wide 
range of difficulties, emotional or physical, which may influence performance in their examinations. It 
cannot remove the difficulty faced by the candidate. The grades awarded do not necessarily reflect the 
candidate’s true level of ability if attainment has been considerably affected over a long period of time.  
 
This year, applications for Special Consideration may be made for particular assessments being used by the 
school to determine grades, as directed by CCEA.  
“Special consideration in the usual manner will not apply this summer as public examinations have been 
cancelled. However, where illness or other personal circumstances as set out in JCQ ‘A guide to the special 
consideration process’ might have affected performance in assessments used in determining students’ 
grades, centres should take account of this when making their judgements.” (CCEA) 
 
Special Consideration will not apply to Lost Learning due to the pandemic. CCEA have already put 
mitigations in place for this and state that: “It is recognised that some students have experienced particular 
disruption to teaching and learning due to the pandemic. Lost teaching and learning time is being 
addressed via the flexibility afforded to the centre in the content that will be assessed.”(CCEA) 
Dominican College will ensure consistency in the application of special consideration by following the 
guidance on pages 4–7 of the JCQ document A guide to the special consideration process, with effect from 
1 September 2020 

 
Procedures – How to make an application for Special Consideration 

1. Applications for special consideration should be made using ‘Form SC 2021: Application for Special 
Consideration’ which can be found on the school website or in Appendix P2a. 

2. Appropriate, up to date and verifiable evidence must support the application for special 

consideration. 

3. The application and evidence must be submitted by candidates (or their parents/guardians) by the 
following deadlines:                 A2 and AS no later than 10th May 2021   

GCSE  no later than 21st May 2021 
Application forms with accompanying evidence, may be submitted via email to 

info@dominican.belfast.ni.sch.uk  with the subject box containing the words ‘Request for Special 

Consideration’. If it is not possible to submit the form via email, please hand the form with accompanying 

evidence to the School Reception in a sealed envelope, clearly marked for the attention of the Principal. 

 

Eligibility for Special Consideration 
In line with JCQ policy, candidates will be eligible for special consideration where performance in an 

examination, or in the production of coursework or non-examination assessment, is materially affected by 

adverse circumstances beyond their control. These include:  
1. temporary illness or accident/injury at the time of the assessment 

2. bereavement at the time of the assessment  

3. domestic crisis arising at the time of the assessment 

4. serious disturbance during an examination, particularly where recorded material is being used 

5. failure by the centre to implement previously approved access arrangements  
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NB Please refer to ‘Special Consideration Allowances’ below for definitions of ‘at the time of the 
assessment’.   

Situations where Special Consideration will not apply 
In line with JCQ policy, candidates will NOT be eligible for special consideration if preparation for, or 
performance in the examination or in the production of coursework or non-examination assessment, is 
affected by: 

a) long term illness or other difficulties during the course affecting revision time, unless the illness or 

circumstances manifest themselves at the time of the assessment; 

b) bereavement occurring more than six months before the assessment, unless an anniversary has 

been reached at the time of the assessment or there are on-going implications such as an inquest 

or court case; 

c) domestic inconvenience, such as moving house, lack of facilities, taking holidays at the time of the 

assessment; 

d) minor disturbance in the examination room caused by another candidate, such as momentary bad 

behaviour or a mobile phone ringing; 

e) the consequences of committing a crime, where formally charged or found guilty; (However, a 

retrospective application for special consideration may be considered where the charge is later 

dropped or the candidate is found not guilty.) 

f) the consequences of taking alcohol or recreational drugs; 

g) the consequences of disobeying the centre’s internal regulations; 

h) the failure of the centre to prepare candidates properly for the examination for 

whatever reason; 

i) quality of teaching, staff shortages, building work or lack of facilities; 

j) misreading the timetable and/or failing to attend at the right time and in 

the right place; 

k) misreading the instructions of the question paper and answering the 

wrong questions; 

l) making personal arrangements such as a wedding or holiday arrangements which conflict with the 

examination timetable; 

m) submitting no coursework or non-examination assessment at all, unless coursework or non-

examination assessment is scheduled for a restricted period of time, rather than during the course; 

n) missing all examinations and internally assessed components/units; 

o) failure to cover the course because of joining the class part way through; 

p) a disability or learning difficulties (diagnosed or undiagnosed) unless illness affects the candidate at 

the time of the assessment or where the disability exacerbates what would otherwise be a minor 

issue – (difficulties over and above those that previously approved access arrangements would 

have alleviated); 

q) failure by the centre to process access arrangements by the published deadline. 

 
Lost Learning due to the pandemic 
Special Consideration will not apply to Lost Learning due to the pandemic. CCEA have already put 
mitigations in place for this and state that: “It is recognised that some students have experienced particular 
disruption to teaching and learning due to the pandemic. Lost teaching and learning time is being 
addressed via the flexibility afforded to the centre in the content that will be assessed.” 
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Special Consideration Allowances (in line with JCQ policy) 

5%  is the maximum allowance and will be reserved for the most exceptional cases, 

such as: 

Terminal illness of the candidate; 

Terminal illness of a parent/carer; 

Death of a member of the immediate family within two months of the examination; 

Very serious and disruptive crisis/incident at or near the time of the examination.  

4% for very serious problems such as: 

 

Life-threatening illness of candidate or member of immediate family; 

Major surgery at or near the time of the examination; 

Severe disease; 

Very recent death of member of extended family; 

Severe or permanent bodily injury occurring at the time of the examination; 

Serious crisis/incident at the time of the examination.  

NB ‘Very recent’ is defined as within one month of the examination(s) taking place.   

3% is a more common category (more cases will fall into this category), including: 

 

Recent traumatic experience such as death of a close friend or distant relative; 

Recent illness of a more serious nature; 

Flare-up of a severe congenital /medical condition or a psychological condition; 

Broken limbs; 

organ disease; 

physical assault trauma before an examination; 

Recent crisis/incident; 

Witnessing a distressing event on the day of the examination involved. 

NB ‘Recent’ is defined as up to four months prior to the examination(s) taking place.  

2% for the most common category of allowance – most cases will fall within this 

category: 

Illness at the time of the examination; 

Broken limb on the mend; Concussion; 

Effects of pregnancy (not pregnancy per se); 

Extreme distress on the day of an examination (not simply exam related stress); 

NB: Where extra time has been used following formal approval, this should be included in the 

calculation. Supervised rest breaks must not be included in the total duration of the papers when 

applying for special consideration. 

1% is reserved for more minor problems: 

Noise during examination which is more than momentary; 

Illness of another candidate which leads to disruption in the examination room; 

Stress or anxiety for which medication has been prescribed; 

Hay fever on the day of an examination; Minor upset arising from administrative problems. 

NB Appropriate, up to date and verifiable evidence must support the application for special consideration.  


